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| was honored to be Huntington Beaches chaperone for the 33rd annual Sister City
Student Exchange Program with Anjo. This was my second trip to Anjo, | was chosen as a
student ambassador for Huntington Beach in 2006 almost 10 years ago. It was amazing
to return and see the lush green rice fields, the festivals and shopping centers but what |
remember most was the people and how generous and caring everybody was. | was
fortunate to see my first host family. The sights, the sounds, the smells, and the taste
were all brand new for the four american students which was a total culture shock at first, however life moves at a similar
pace in both countries and it was easy for the students to adapt. The strong family bonds in Japan were comforting and
the home cooked meals were delicious. The planned events such as, museums, the day trip to Kyoto, calligraphy, and tea
ceremony as well as other activities gave each of us a deep understanding of Japanese heritage,culture, and history. This
student exchange program is unlike any other program in the world and is vital to our cities because it helps our students
become world citizens. | am so honored to have shared this experience with everyone involved, the preparation and time
dedicated to our stay in Anjo was easy to see and on behalf of the Huntington Beach Sister City Association | would like
to say thank you to each and every person that made this trip possible!
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The 2015 Sister City exchange was a once in a lifetime opportunity for us, incredibly
enriching culturally and personally.We experienced Japanese culture, language, cuisine,
art and even had exposure to different architecture, town planning and transportation.
Staying with our host families was a truly unique experience and wonderful way to
immerse ourselves in Japanese culture and improve our language and communication
skills. We have memories, friendships and experiences that we will treasure for the rest of
our lives. We feel very privileged to have been a part of the Hobsons Bay International |
Friendship Association sister city exchange with
Anjo and hope that it will continue to provide
these amazing experiences for other students and
chaperones in the future.
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