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Friendships across continents
On behalf of the delegation, Ulrik Jungersen.

Friendships can grow over long distances — for instance 8,613 km from Kolding, Denmark to Anjo,
Japan. Our delegation lead by Mayor Jern Pedersen arrived in Anjo municipality with positive
expectations, looking forward to meeting our colleagues and especially Mayor Kamiya. We were
delighted to participate in the celebration of Anjo's 60th anniversary and looked forward to
experience the legendary Japanese culture at first-hand.

We were greeted with hospitality and friendly attention at the airport and were welcomed by Anjo's
international coordinator, Ms.Nobata. The hospitality, the respectful coexistence with nature as well
as each other and the general impression of a well-organized society with content citizens were
some of the observations that the delegation often commented on. Even though Vikings and
Samurai’'s do not compare, parallels can be drawn and insights into the historical basis of a culture
is an important tool in understanding the present culture. This can be seen in the educational
system, in waste management system and even in the magnificent Denpark. During our visit we
received a thorough introduction to local history as well as insights into Japan as a great cultural
mosaic of dramatic scenes, astonishing poetic beauty and unfamiliar perspectives. It is the positive
cultural meetings and the encouraging perspectives that makes us think of our trip to Anjo with joy
and enthusiasm.
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