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Anjo has been an amazing journey for everyone on the exchange program. In AH]O
| experienced a multitude of different foods as we roamed around the city, absorbing
all the culture around us. | was pleasantly surprised from the beauty within Anjo,
especially the manners and respect that | saw from the citizens. The group ventured
off into both the modern side of Japan and the more cultural side of Japan. For
example, we went to the thrilling Nagashima Spaland, but also got to witness
Japanese Crafts at Asuke-Yashiki. My family gave me the attention needed to feel like
| was a part of their family, including our family trips to Fuji and visiting the
grandparents. In all, this trip was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and I'm glad | could
have shared this with both Hikari, and everyone on the exchange! One thing that shocks me is how we all met one another as
strangers, but left as very close friends who didn't want to leave their counterpart behind.

Sam Mahdad
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It all started in Melbourne Airport at 5:30 on a Tuesday morning. The five of us couldn’t help
smiling in anticipation and excitement for what was to come. As we waved goodbye to our
parents and loved ones, we couldn’t help wonder what was going to happen during our stay in
Japan. 15 hours, several inflight movies and horrible plane meals later, we arrived in Japan.

Throughout our stay in Japan, we were all amazed at the life and colour and sounds, and
basically everything that was In Japan. Meeting up with our American counter parts, we went on
several bus trips with them and their Japanese students, to places such as Kyoto, Tokoname, the
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Toyota assembly plant and Nagashima Spaland. But most importantly of all, we experienced the

Tanabata Festival, which was truly amazing. After the main parade, in which we sat
in cars in a procession, the girls all dressed up in traditional yukata, and we
wandered the streets of the Festival, amazed at the food, smells, colour and general
liveliness of everyone there.

Our host families were fantastic and we were looked after like part of the family,
they were so kind to us all. We all hope that we can return to Anjo one day.
Everything was so well organised by the Anjo city staff and our families.

It was truly a wonderful experience, and we all took half an hour at the security
checkpoint, saying our tearful goodbyes and wishing that we never had to leave. By
the time we got off the plane, we were thrilled to be back with our families, but we
will always retain the incredible memories of our exchange trip to Japan.

Joel Farrow
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