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"The green future is in your hands"
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| have traveled to many countries in the world, but Japan will always hold a special

place in my heart because of my participation in the Huntington Beach — Anjo Sister

City Exchange. | was fortunate to be selected as the chaperone for the Huntington

Beach students. What a marvelous opportunity it was for all of us. Staying with families

and learning about the city of Anjo and the surrounding towns and region allowed us,

the students and myself, to feel a part of the community and learn about Japanese life

on a personal level. It was a perfectly planned and organized experience. All of us -
loved the time we spent with our Japanese families. The families were hospitable,

generous, kind and loving. We became an extension of their family. During the more

formal and structured time of our visit,

we learned about the city government, HMLLVRBROER

met the mayor and several city officials, visited the Anjo Historical Museum,
experienced a Japanese tea ceremony at Jozan-en Garden, marveled at the
robotics at the Toyota factory, saw the beauty of Kyoto and the Denpark, and
rode through beautifully-decorated downtown Anjo in the Tanabata Festival
Parade. As | tied my wishes to the bamboo tree for the festival, | knew that
several of my wishes had already come true. | had enriched my knowledge of
Japan, its people and its culture. | had developed friendships and connections
that would last a lifetime.

+45F>0 Barbara Creighton
JRL=E= Chaperon for Huntington Beach Exchange Students
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